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Letter from the Convener to the Chief Constable  
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Justice Committee regarding correspondence 
between Police Scotland and the Committee in relation to the police’s handling of 
concerns and allegations of wrongdoing raised by Justice for Megrahi (JFM). 
 
The Committee is currently considering petition PE1370, which was submitted by 
JFM and calls for an independent inquiry into the conviction of Mr Al-Megrahi.  Given 
the nature and context of JFM’s allegations, the Committee has taken an interest in 
the police’s handling of those allegations. 
 
At its meeting on 24 September 2013, the Committee was concerned that Police 
Scotland had deferred investigations into a number of JFM’s allegations in August 
2013, due to a conflict with another live investigation.  However, we were reassured 
by a letter from former DCC Patrick Shearer, dated 24 September 2013, in which he 
told the Committee that investigations into those allegations would recommence in a 
matter of weeks and that the Committee would be kept informed. 
 
I wrote to DCC Shearer on 31 October 2013 asking for an update on these matters 
and received a reply from DCC Neil Richardson on 4 November 2013 stating that 
DCC Shearer had retired and that the issue which was preventing a full investigation 
taking place had still not been resolved.  Again, I was told that his assessment was 
that all the investigations would recommence in a short timescale and that the 
Committee would be informed once this took place. 
 
In advance of considering petition PE1370 at its meeting on 18 February 2014, JFM 
wrote to the Committee on 30 January 2014 explaining that they had not received 
confirmation that all of their allegations were being investigated and indeed that 
Police Scotland were unable to confirm to them who the Senior Investigating Officer 
(SIO) looking at this case was. 
 
On the morning of our meeting on 18 February we received a copy of a letter from 
Detective Superintendent Stuart Johnstone to the secretary of JFM, Robert 
Forrester, in which he confirms that he is the new SIO.  He gave a new timescale for 
the resolution of the conflict between his and another investigation, stating that the 
conflict will be resolved by the end of March.  DS Johnstone also stated that he was 
unable to confirm how many officers were working on JFM’s allegations and that he 
would be reviewing the inquiry. 
 
The Justice Committee is concerned that the advice to the Committee from senior 
officers in September and November 2013 that full investigations would recommence 
shortly has not turned out to be accurate.  The Committee notes that, by the end of 
March, six months will have passed since DCC Shearer stated he was confident that 
the conflict would be resolved in a matter of weeks.  We would be grateful if you 
could provide assurances that the allegations are, where possible, being actively 
investigated and that inquiries into the deferred allegations will restart promptly.  The 
Committee would also be grateful if you could confirm how many officers have been 
working on the allegations made by JFM, particularly since DCC Shearer retired. 
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